NEW ENGLAND UNDERWATER
The following are stories from some of the greatest FLOOD disasters in New England history.

** I'm thinking a map of New England in the middle window
(behind the smaller bar?) with the event dates written in. The tricky thing about these flood events is
that none of them are truly local, it rained all over for most of these so you can't pinpoint them on a
map, which is why the larger years make more sense I think, but I'm open to ideas.
Only a couple of these photos are high resolution, if we wanted to make larger prints of them.
And scroll to the last page for the “sear level rise” markers and a little explanation.
**

Mill River Flood
May 16, 1874
After a period of heavy rain in New England, a poorly constructed earthen reservoir dam just north of
Northampton started to give way. The damkeeper raced three miles on horseback warn the factories
and villagers downstream when the dam burst, sending a wall of water between 20 and 40 feet high and
300-feet wide – 600 million gallons – down the narrow Mill River Valley.
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Within an hour the four mill villages of Williamsburg, Skinnerville, Haydenville, and Leeds were
washed away killing 139 people. Most of the factory workers escaped but the majority of the dead
were women, children, and older people at home eating breakfast or doing chores.
After an estimated $1,000,000 in property destroyed, mill towns petitioned Boston for assistance. The
legislators eventually granted $120,000 to rebuild bridges and roads, which set a precedent for state
government to provide direct assistance after a natural disaster.

Vermont Flood of 1927
November 2-4, 1927
New England rain in October of 1927 was heavy, but in parts of Vermont the rainfall would be two to
three times the region's average, saturating the ground and swelling the rivers. When a tropical cyclone
made landfall November 2nd and dropped nine inches in 36 hours, the water had nowhere to go.
Over 1,280 bridges were lost with hundreds of miles of roads and railroads washed out as countless
numbers of homes and buildings destroyed. 10,000 people were left homeless. Many railroad tracks
were never replaced changing the state's economy from railway to highway settling a long simmering
dispute over paving the states's roads.
This flood stands as the greatest disaster in the state's history, claiming 84 lives including Vermont Lt.
Governor Hollister Jackson, carried away by rushing water after his car stalled in the rising Potash
Brook.

Great New England Flood of 1936
March 11-25, 1936
An unusually snowy winter followed by a warm front that stalled on March 11th would bring about
three consecutive torrential downpours, inundating the Eastern U.S. from Maine to the Potomac River.
New Hampshire got the most rain, a record 22.5 inches. Combined with the melting snow, this would
set flood records across New England.
Connecticut River floodwaters rose 38 feet in Hartford. The overflowing Merrimack damaged mills
from Nashua to Lawrence. In its wake, the flood had taken 200 people, left 14,000 homeless, and cost
the region $100 million in damage.
The river had rose 68 feet in Lowell, destroying businesses along the northern banks including the print
shop of Jack Kerouac's father, condemning the family to poverty. Years later, Jack Kerouac would set
his apocalyptic fantasy novel, Doctor Sax, during the 1936 flood describing it as "the huge mountain of
ugly sinister waters lunging around Lowell like a beast dragon". . ."an unforgettable flow of evil and of
wrath and of Satan barging thru my hometown."

New England Hurricane of 1938
September 21-22, 1938
Considered the worst hurricane disaster in the history of New England, causing over $300 million in
losses (close to $40 billion with today's housing and infrastructure). The storm had hit Long Island
first and hardest, earning the nickname “The Long Island Express”.
Category 5 winds devastated the forests of the Northeast, knocking down an estimated 2 billion trees in
New York and New England, and claiming 600 lives.
Freshwater flooding inland was minimal as the quick passage of the storm decreased local rainfall with
very few areas receiving over 10 inches, but storm surge kicked up over 13 feet in downtown
Providence and 18 feet along the Connecticut shore.

Connecticut Flood of 1955
August 11-19, 1955
Back to back hurricanes tore up the Northeast, and Connecticut was hit the hardest with severe
flooding. On August 18th, 16 inches of rain fell in just 24 hours. By 3 a.m. on the 19th, Waterbury
police began evacuations but the Naugatuck River rose so quickly it was soon impossible to walk
away.
The water reached an estimated 35 feet across the town, moving at rates up to 50 miles per hour.
Hurricane Diane split the state in two as bridges were swept away and communications severed.
Thousands of homes were destroyed and 87 people lost their lives.
In the flooded town of Putnam, Diane set fire to, then collapsed, a magnesium processing facility,
sending hundreds of barrels of burning magnesium drifting out along the streets before exploding.
In the lower Naugatuck Valley, funeral directors had to sort out and rebury the estimated 50 bodies and
skeletons whose coffins had been washed through the streets after the floodwaters undermined a
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skeletons whose coffins had been washed through the streets after the floodwaters undermined a
cemetery.
Brigadier General Robert Fleming, Jr. of the Army Corp of Engineers likened the destruction in
Waterbury to what he saw when the American forces crossed the Rhine River into Germany during
World War II.

Maine Flood of 1987
April 1-2, 1987
A pair of spring storms in March and April brought heavy rain to the Northeast, and though Maine saw
far less rainfall than Massachusetts, the warming temps melting away the last of the high altitude snow
pack resulted in some of the worst flooding on record for the state of Maine. The Kennebec and
Androscoggin Rivers swelled, ripping out bridges, sweeping houses downstream, and drowning
livestock, costing Maine $100 million in damage
Fort Halifax was nearly lost. Built in Winslow, Maine in 1754 it is the oldest standing wooden
fortification in the country. During the American War of Independence, the fort hosted troops under
Colonel Benedict Arnold on their way to Quebec City. All but the blockhouse was dismantled after the
war and in 1968 it was declared a National Historic Landmark.
When the Kennebec River overflowed in 1987, the fort was ripped to pieces by rushing water and
carried forty miles downstream. Crews recovered twenty-two of the original pine timbers and
painstakingly reassembled the historic structure on its original site where is stands today.

New England Flood of 1996
October 19-22, 1996
Hurricane Lili gave the Northeast a glancing blow just strong enough to shatter all time rainfall records
in southern Maine - nearly 19 inches. Extreme flooding resulted, and extensive damage to state
infrastructure and private homes was estimated at $6.45 million. Maine communities such as Ocean
Park, Old Orchard Beach and Westbrook were severely flooded and resulted in rescue operations by
boats. An estimated 1000 structures were inundated with flood water, prompting the American Red
Cross and Salvation Army to feed and shelter hundreds.
In Boston, nearly 11 inches of rain fell in a single day overwhelming the Muddy River which flooded
the Museum of Fine Arts, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, and parts of Northeastern University.
At least 14 million gallons of water gushed into the Green Line portal between Fenway and Kenmore
with such force that it moved tons of rock 500 feet into the tunnel - overall causing an estimated $60
million in damage for the MBTA.

Mother's Day Flood of 2006
May 11-14, 2006
An unusually strong low pressure system stalled over The Great Lakes and drew moisture from the
Atlantic Ocean to New England besieging many cities with heavy rain and record flooding.
Salem, NH resident Tom Johnson said water was flowing into his basement where a pump that handled
1,500 gallons of water an hour was not keeping up, adding, "My back yard is an ocean."
Drowned waste water treatment plants overwhelmed sewage systems. Burst pipes in Haverhill dumped
35 million gallons of waste a day into the Merrimack River, reaching over 150 million gallons before a
bypass could be constructed.
Cars were pulled from flooded streets in downtown Peabody and about 300 people were evacuated
from an apartment complex for seniors. "I have no heat, I have no hot water, and my cellar is flooded
up to its tippy top," said Esther Gibely, who sought shelter at Peabody Veterans Memorial High School.
On Good Morning America, Gov. Mitt Romney would call the flooding “almost Biblical” and said,
“We sort of are making jokes about Noah and taking two of each kind of animal because we haven't
seen rain like this.”

Rhode Island Flood of 2010
March 28-30, 2010
Three days of showers after weeks of lighter rain in Rhode Island set a new rainfall record for March
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Three days of showers after weeks of lighter rain in Rhode Island set a new rainfall record for March
(over 16 inches) saturating soil and overrunning the Blackstone, Pawtuxet, Wood, and Pawcatuck
Rivers and their tributaries. Bridges and dams were washed out including the Blue Pond, Geneva Pond
and Usquepaugh dams.
Stonington & Pawcatuck evacuated low-lying areas and lost some historic buildings, including a 150year-old general store in North Stonington, to flood damage.
The West Warwick Waste Water Treatment Plant was substantially inundated by floodwaters,
contaminating the rainwater with raw sewage. Hundreds of homes in Warwick, Cranston and Johnston
were flooded with over a foot of contaminated water.
The Pawtuxet River crested over 20 feet – which was 12 feet above the flood stage, shattering the
previous record by several feet.
"I can turn on the jet skis and go for a ride," one Rhode Island woman said.
"What can you do? Mother Nature's winning."

Hurricane Sandy
October 29-30, 2012
Sandy was the costliest hurricane to ever hit the Northeast and second in U.S. history (after Katrina),
$65 billion in damage. While Connecticut was the hardest hit New England state (nearly $400 million
in damage), the other states were much less impacted. New York and the Mid-Atlantic states faced the
brunt of the storm, destroying hundreds of thousands of homes along the east coast and killing over 200
people.
Over 1 million New Englanders and 2 million New Yorkers lost power for days. Thousands did not
have their power restored for months. Subway tunnels and roads into Manhattan were flooded; the
MTA said that the destruction was the worst disaster in the 108-year history of the subway system.
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Dropping a foot of rain in New Jersey, surging waves reaching nearly ten feet and gusts of 100 mph
Sandy transformed the New Jersey coastline, destroying over 300,000 homes.
In the aftermath, Damian Carrington, head of environmental stories at the Guardian wrote:
“If Sandy — and [2012's] record US heat wave — end up blowing Obama back into the White House
with enough wind in his sails to persuade him to make climate change a winning issue, it really could
have positive global consequences. If not, I shudder to think what scale of apocalyptic disaster will be
needed to destroy the political cowardice among world leaders that is stoking the ever greater climate
change storms of the future.”

Sea Level Rise
15ft rise (write at the top of the window)
12ft rise (write at 7 feet)
8 ft rise (write at 3 feet)

5ft rise in sea level (write at ground level)

“400-600 years” -----------------------“300-500 years” -----------------------“200-400 years” -----------------------“100-300 years” ------------------------

Why so imprecise?
The major causes of global sea-level rise are the warming of the oceans and loss of land-based ice such
as the polar ice caps. Warming temperatures have many contributing factors, not the least of which is
the release of greenhouse gases from the burning of fossil fuels, trapping more of the sun's heat inside
the atmosphere. The question of how we may alter our energy consumption over the next centuries is
one of the many variables which makes sea-level rise difficult to accurately project.

